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	Church Lench CE First School Governor Monitoring Form 

	The school’s Christian vision
	‘For With God Nothing is Impossible’  Luke 1:37
At the heart of the school is our belief that ‘With God Nothing is Impossible’, which allows our children to have high hopes and aspirations and develop resilience and perseverance in all aspects of life in a happy, safe and inclusive environment. 

	1. Which general area are we looking at?
	Christian distinctiveness 
	
	Collective Worship
	*
	Religious Education
	

	2. What specifically are we trying to find out?

Links to Evaluation Question(s) from SIAMS framework


Links to School Development Plan
	
IQ3 How is collective worship enabling pupils and adults to flourish spiritually? 

1) All children’s needs are supported. 
2) The school has high expectations of behaviour and children understand that listening to each other is important and that they can have different opinions and disagree well and respectfully. 



	3. How will we find our evidence?  
Planned meetings/ observations/tasks
	Headteacher
	*
	Co-ordinator
	
	Children
	*

	
	Staff 
	*
	Learning walk
	
	Children’s books
	

	
	Worship
	*
	Documents
	*
	Other
	

	4. Who will carry out the monitoring? 
	 governor


	5. When?
	Spring 2025 

	6. With whom will the results of this monitoring be shared?
	Head teacher
Class teachers
Children 
Governors 


	7. When and how will governors follow up any recommendations?
	Autumn 2025















	8. Key questions for the agreed monitoring activities in No. 3
	9. What have we learnt? Focus on the impact on the children.  List both positive and negative.

	How do the theologically rooted Christian vision and the Anglican/Methodist foundation of the school shape worship and spirituality in the school?
	The school vision seems to be widely known and understood by pupils who are starting to identify the link between this and the themes/topics discussed through both collective worship and other aspects of school life. For example, a class two pupil said they felt Mother Teresa exemplified the school vision and there was widespread agreement to this from others.  
Worship sessions tend to focus on topics related to the school vision, values and spirituality. Pupils are encouraged to consider their own spiritual journey and their impact on others. 
In line with the school vision, perseverance, self-belief, giving your best are all principles that are frequently covered through worship.

	In what ways is the worship life of the school inclusive, invitational, and inspirational?

	Children are all encouraged (and eager) to participate in collective worship – for example volunteering to open up, lead the school in prayer, singing, and responding in discussions. A worship committee that includes children from class 3 are involved in the planning of collective worship.
Children show perseverance and confidence in the way they participate, and their contributions indicate they are inspired by what they learn (e.g. the example of Christian leaders through history).
There’s lots of evidence of children listening to others and accepting others’ contributions and even though collective worship is at the end of the day attention levels and behaviour is excellent.
Not all pupils have a personal faith however every contribution is valued. They are given a choice in whether they participate in elements of worship such as having an ash cross on their forehead. 
Occasionally pupil contributions are incorrect or off topic, however these are handled in a positive, caring and respectful way, setting a good example of how to disagree well. 

	In the context of the school as a Church school, what do pupils and adults understand to be the meaning of spirituality? 
How does this enhance and enrich collective worship and individuals’ spiritual development?
	Pupils and staff have a good understanding of spirituality. During collective worship on 18 March pupils were asked what they understood by the term spirituality. There were contributions from several pupils drawing out different aspects, and staff also added their reflections. 
Children gave meaningful examples of moments when they feel spiritual. The importance of self-reflection and finding moments to rest in God’s presence were reinforced. When children were asked why this was important, together they responded that ‘because with God nothing is impossible’.

	How does the trust contribute to and enhance the school’s worship and spiritual life?
	Not able to assess this at this time – follow up later in 2025 once the transfer has completed


	How do partnerships with the DBE and/or MAST, and partnerships with parish/local church/es enhance this?
	The school has excellent links with the local church – with Rev Richard undertaking regular ‘open the book’ sessions, and a new lunch time club has been established with the church youth worker. Both these are popular with the children. It is too early to assess Trust partnerships. 

	10. What are our conclusion?

Relate your conclusions back to your key issue in section 2.

What is working well?  What needs improvement?
	Collective worship is providing an excellent forum for pupils to self-reflect, consider the greater good and how their actions impact others.  The environment is highly inclusive and inspirational, and pupils are encouraged to act with self-belief and resilience. Although not all pupils have a personal faith in God, this is respected, and all have a good understanding of spirituality.
Moving forward, we need to continue to help pupils link worship with the school vision – i.e. we can/should act in line with school values, be our best selves, seek God’s help etc. because with God nothing is impossible.  Also need to assess how the Trust contributes and its impact once the transfer has completed.
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